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LOGGING — SOUTH WEST 
Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [10.03 pm]: I am the Lorax. I speak for the trees. I speak for the trees, for 
the trees have no tongues, and I am pleading, I am begging, I am asking this government to fight for our forests. 
Last week we got a short reprieve for the Dalgarup forest, and I am very thankful for that. Unfortunately, it will 
be based on the current methodology for assessing old-growth forest, which was set up in 2011 or 2012. I think it 
was even 10 years before that, with the first forest management plan. It is outdated and no longer valid. It was 
created when we were not experiencing the effects of climate change that we are now. I know it is difficult and 
that there is pushback from the other side from the Forest Industries Federation WA. I spoke with Matt Granger 
today. I am trying to make ground so that we can come together and have a conversation to work out what we can 
do with the forests. At the moment, the forests are still being felled. Very old trees are still being felled, and they 
will not come back. We have to do something so that they do not continue to be felled. These trees have so much 
value to us and do so much for us, yet we do not seem to be taking into account how serious this is. I will continue 
to speak for the trees as much as I can because we are still seeing them felled. People are in the Dalgarup forest 
right now waiting for the equipment to arrive tomorrow. They will try to stop it and try to make it as unsafe as possible 
so that we cannot go in there and log. I honour those people and I think we need them there. When something that 
is not right is happening, people must stand up and speak out against it. Our forests cannot speak for themselves. 
The south west forests are being harvested faster than they can grow back, which is causing significant environmental 
damage. We know that over time, trees are getting smaller and smaller, which is why we are going to areas that have 
not been logged much in the past and taking larger trees to fulfil contracts. As I said, the old-growth determination 
methodology is flawed. Part of the determination refers to canopy cover. We know that eucalyptus trees drop 
leaves when they are stressed. If a tree drops 30 per cent to 40 per cent of its leaves, the canopy cover does not 
look as dense any longer, which will reduce the possibility of it being considered old growth. It just does not make 
sense because it is outdated. We have to look at other conditions. Even the presence of dieback will automatically 
disqualify a tree from getting old-growth status and will make it available for logging. That happens, too. 
I refer to the ongoing destruction by the Forest Products Commission. I recognise that it does it under the 
Forest Products Act, but it is still going into the forest and destroying it without taking as much care as it might. It is 
not looking at the situation and asking why it is still doing this. The last study showed that there were 450 full-time 
equivalent positions in the native forest industry. A lot of those jobs are held by truck drivers, who can find other 
work. It is not hard for them to transition. Many others are held by people who go into the forest, look at it and assess 
it. We will still need them to do that because we will need to assess the forests to find out what we can do to make 
them stronger and more resilient. 
I have spoken over and again about the intrinsic value of the forest. It not only provides oxygen, but also has the 
ability to regulate our rainfall patterns, and is home to much of the biodiversity of this great state. There is so much 
variety and diversity there. In the felled areas where equipment has been we are finding quokka footprints in the 
tyre tracks. We know that quokkas are great for attracting people to the state and that they are a definite bonus for 
tourism. People like small animals and we will become more and more dependent on tourism. We must be a safe 
place that people can come to. Quokka footprints are being found there now. A considerable amount of the Dalgarup 
forest had already been felled—60 per cent to 70 per cent or maybe more. All the animals that have not been killed 
by the equipment are going to the remaining bits and those parts will very possibly be felled in the next couple of 
days. I am still hoping that they will not be. There are plenty of echidna scratchings there as well. Again, all those 
animals who do not die in the original onslaught of the machines will not have much left and will be trying to find 
other places to live in the nearby national park, which will put a lot more pressure on that national park. The animals 
live to the amount that they can within the biodiversity. If their habitat is destroyed, it is not as though they can 
just find more space. That is just not how it works. 
As I have said many times, the Forest Products Commission is operating the native forest industry at a loss, but there 
is a lot of provision for other industries associated with the forest in the south west. We have not done a significant 
study to find out what the financial implications would be of not logging, maybe losing part of that industry and instead 
supporting, restoring, and regenerating the forest, which will bring in more tourism and more recreational activities. 
Mountain biking is becoming more popular, as is orienteering and bushwalking, and then we have the other economic 
industries based around honey collection and wildflower walks. That is just the tourism that is happening in the area, 
yet in question time today, when I asked whether the Forest Products Commission had consulted with the people 
nearby when they were planning to log around Treenbrook, I was told that yes, it had consulted. The people had 
concerns and it left a few trees behind and a slightly larger border—great! I am really pleased it did not have to do as 
much work as it had originally intended to, but what was done is still damaging and will still hurt that tourism industry. 
I propose that we do not just end it all—full stop. First, we must get our act together and restore the confidence that 
landowners need that we will have a plantation industry working over the next several decades or even 100 years. 
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We should be growing our own forests; that is not happening. In addition, we have forests that are under serious 
stress because they have been logged mercilessly. The big trees have been removed and all that is left is the coppice 
jarrah that comes back with multiple stems. They cannot all survive climate change, the lowering of the watertable 
and less rainfall. We will end up having massive tree deaths and could potentially lose the whole forest. We need 
to find a way to manage this by thinning out some of the trees so that those that remain have a chance of surviving 
and growing into a forest again in 50 years’ time. 
Alcoa wants to give us back plenty of land, but it needs to be managed. Alcoa replanted exotics on this land 30 years 
ago. We do not need those trees in the south west, so why not log those and supply that timber to the mills? We 
can go into the other areas where Alcoa replanted too many stems and thin those out so that the forest has a chance 
of surviving and provide the timber to the mills to ensure their survival. We do not need to be cutting to provide a chip 
industry or charcoal. Charcoal is used for heat; we can make heat from solar energy. We have advanced so far 
in that area that even Simcoa will be able to transfer from using beautiful old-growth jarrah to fire its kilns. We do 
not need to do that and we can change, but we have to get people working together. The native forests have been 
there for thousands of year, they have significant cultural interest for the First Nation people and they provide 
a habitat. In 2004, Dalgarup was identified as a high-conservation forest and it was proposed to be part of the now 
Dalgarup National Park, but that has gone by the wayside as well. 
We will be creating a new forest management plan for 2023. We should be working on it now. It has to be different 
and it should be protecting our forests. We need to build a better future. It is time for the Forest Products Act to 
go, it is time to stop logging and it is time to abolish the FPC. Let us build a better future. Let us treat it with care, 
give it clean water and feed it fresh air. Let us grow a forest. We just need to protect it. 

House adjourned at 10.13 pm 
__________ 
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